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SUBECT: FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE ON US ARMS TO PAKISTAN 

REF: NEW DELHI 4629, STATE 72195 

1 . REPLYINGTO A CALL ATTANTION MOTION IN THE 
RAJYA SABHA APRIL 4, FOREIGN MINISTER VAJPAYEE 
SAIF THAT INDIA HAD CONVEYED ITS "CONCERN" TO THE US 
OVER THE REPORTED INTENTION TO SELL ARMS TO PAKISTAN. 

VAJPAYEE STATED THAT THE GOI HAS SEEN US PRESS ACCOUNTS 

THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD APPROVED THE SALE OF OVER 

TWO BILLION DOLLARS WORTH OF ARMS TO A NUMBER OF CUNTRIES, 

INCULDING PAKISTAN. HE ADDED, HOWEVER, THAT UNTIL THE PROPOSAL WAS FOR- 
MALLY SUBMITTED TO THE CONGRESS THE 

PRECISE LIST OF MATERIAL AVAILABLE FOR SALE TO DIFFERENT 
COUNTRIES WOULD NOT BE KNOWN. HE ALSO STATED, ACCORDING 
TO SAMACHAR : "WE UNDERSTAND. HOWEVER, THAT THE SALES 
PERTAIN TO AN ONGOING PROGRAM GOING BACK SEVERAL YEARS 
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FOR REFURBISHING OF EQUIPMENT PREVIOUSLY SUPPLIED BY THE US TO 
PAKISTAN". VAJPAYEE SAID THAT INDIA HAD NORMALIZED ITS 
RELATIONS WITH PAKISTAN AND WANTED TO INCREASE BILATERAL 
COOPERATION TO ENSURE THAT THE SUB-CONTINENT REMAINDE 
FREE FROM TENSION". HE ADDED: "WE HAVE OFTEN IN THE PAST 
AND MORE RECENTLY BROUGHT TO THE NOTICE OF THE US GOVERNMENT 
OUR CONCERN AT THE DANGER OF ARMS SALES WHICH COULD UPSET 
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THIS PROCESS". 

2. VAJPAYEEWENT ON TO SAY THAT THE GOI HAD NOTED 
WITH SATISFACTION THE REPORTS THAT PRESIDENT CARTER 
WAS ADVOCATING RESTRAINT IN THE TRANSFER AND SALE OF 
ARMS TO DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. HE HOPED THAT US 

ARMS SALES POLICIES WOULD NOT REVERSE THE TREND TOWARD 
NORMALIZATION IN THE SUB-CONTINENT. 

3. THE CALL ATTENTION MOTION WAS TABLED BY CONGRESS 
MP PRAKASH VIR SHASTRI AND 13 OTHER MP'S TO EXPRESS 
CONCERN OVER "THE REPORTED DECISION OF THE 

US GOVERNMENT TO SELL LARGE QUANTITIES OF ARMS TO 
PAKISTAN". DURING THE DEBATE, CPI MP KALYAN ROY SAID 
THAT US ARMS SUPPLIES TO PAKISTAN HAD BEEN THE "BIGGEST 
SINGLE FACTOR" IN CREATING TENSION BETWEEN INDIA AND 
PAKISTAN. CONGRESS MP H. D . MALAVIYA Cl .AIMED THAT THE CIA 
CONTROLLED A MASSIVE AMERICAN MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX 
AND ASKED WHY THE GOI HAD NOT PROTESTED THE SALE BY 
THE US OF OFFENSIVE WEAPONS TO PAKISTAN. VAJPAYEE 
REPLIED THAT "OUR INFORMATION SO FAR IS THAT THE UNITED 
STATES HAD NOT ACCEPTED THE PAKISTANI DEMAND FOR THE SUPPLY 
OF A-7 BOMBERS". HE SAID THAT INDIA HAD NO PLANS TO 
PURCHASE ARMS FROM THE US . ADDING , HOWEVER, THAT WHILE 
THERE WAS NO NEED TO LODGE A PROTEST, "WE SHALL FURTHER 
CLARIFY THE POSITION WITH THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT." 

HE ALSO SAID THAT INDIA WAS PREPARED TO SIGN A NO- WAR 
PACT WITH PAKISTAN TO FORM THE BASIS OF STABLE PEACE 
IN THE SUBCONTINENT. 
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4. COMMENT: DURING THE EMERGENCY THE GOVERNMENT COULD 
ORCHESTRATE POTENTIALLY DIFFICULT QUESTIONS ON SENSITIVE 
TOPICS SUCH AS US ARMS SALES TO PAKISTAN AND CONTROL HOW 
THEY WERE TREATED IN THE PRESS. 

WITH THE RETURN TO AN OPEN SOCIETY, AND ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THE NEW JANATA GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING MANY 
WHO WERE OUTSPOKEN OPPONENTS OF ANY US ARMS TRANSFERS TO 
PAKISTAN, QUESTIONS ON THE FLOOR OF THE PARLIAMENT ARE GOING 
TO BE MORE DIFFICULT FOR THE GOVERNMENT TO HANDLE. DURING 
A BRIEF CONVERSATION ON THE EVENING OF APRIL 3, THE FOREIGN 
MINISTER MENTIONED THE FIFFICULTY HE EXPECTED IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE QUESTION OF ARMS TRANSFER TO PAKISTAN PARTICULARLY 
IN VIEW OF ITS ARISING AT THE PRESENT TIME. WE 
CONCLUDE THAT WITH THE PASSING OF THE EMERGENCY THE 
ERA WHEN THE GOI COULD AFFORD TO BE CASUAL ABOUT THE MORE 
ROUTINE ARMS TRANSFERS MAY BE OVER. 

SCHNEIDER 
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